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 (Prayer of the Church Week 3, Parish Mass Book pg. 121) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

Saturday 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Joe O’Brien 

Monday 9.00am Nell Hudson 

Tuesday 9.00am Linda Rush  

Wednesday 9.00am Tim Farrelly 

Thursday 9.00am Special Intention 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 5.30pm Marie Faulkner 

Sunday 10.00am People of the Parish 

 

RED MISSION BOXES 

Thank you to all parishioners who brought their boxes to church for emptying. 

These have now been emptied and we would be grateful if you could collect 

your mission box from the chapel as you leave church. 

 

50 PLUS GROUP 

The next meeting of the 50 Plus Group will be Wednesday 10th August 2022 

at 2:00pm in the Church Hall.  Still only £1 - Bargain!  New members always 

welcome. 

 

A LISTENING HEART 
 

"Listen carefully, my daughter, my son, to my instructions and attend to them 

with the ear of your heart. This is advice from one who loves you; welcome 

it and faithfully put it into practice." —Prologue, The Rule of St. 

Benedict   I’ve often marvelled, that the first word of The Rule of St. 

Benedict isn’t pray, worship, or even love. It’s listen. This small, unobtrusive 

word speaks in a whisper. To anyone who studies Benedictine spirituality, 

the phrase listen . . . with the ear of the heart becomes so familiar we can 

easily lose sight of how revolutionary it is. Listening in the Benedictine sense 

is not a passive mission. Benedict [c. 480–547] tells us we must attend to 

listening. In some translations of The Rule, we are to 

actively incline ourselves toward it, and nurture it in our everyday activities. 

Listening is an act of will. . . .Listening cracks open the door to another 

Benedictine concept from which most of us would rather run,—that of 

obedience. . . . Obedience comes from the Latin, oboedire, to give ear, to 

harken, to listen. The Benedictine writer Esther de Waal says that obedience 

moves us from our “contemporary obsession with the self,” [1] and inclines 

us toward others. . . . . [St. Benedict] moves beyond the common 

understanding of the word as solely an authoritarian, top-down dynamic. He 

stresses instead mutual obedience, a horizontal relationship where careful 

listening and consideration is due to each member of the community from 

each member, as brothers and sisters. It is by this way of obedience, he 

says, that we go to God. [2]  Author Esther de Waal describes how in 

Benedictine spirituality there is an inherent connection between listening and 

responsive action:  
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